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The long history of academic relations between Greek and U.S. academic institutions, most importantly at graduate, doctoral and postdoctoral level, has undoubtedly contributed decisively to the establishment and development of science in Greece. Greek scientists established in American academic and research Institutions have played an important role in hosting and generously encouraging visiting young scholars from Greece and we are sure that they will certainly continue to do so in the future. For this we are very grateful. 

Greeks have always sought to visit American Universities. Visiting US based Academic Institutions provides not only information regarding recent advances and new technologies but mainly allows the visitor to live within the environment where these advances took place and to get familiar with the respective techniques which he may then transfer to the home country.  Working in the host Institutions made these visits much more profitable, although some of the visiting scientists remained in  the US because conditions and opportunities for rapid progress were better. 
Visiting  American Universities  is now possible at various levels and through various channels.  Medical Fellowships used to be more easy to get; actually these were training positions, where the fellows were trained in a speciality of medicine and, at the same time,  they offered their services as house officers.  Over the recent years, coming as a medical trainee in the US has become increasingly difficult because (a) there fewer positions available for foreigners and (b) the requirements to obtain such a position have become very difficult to meet.   Fellowships for Medical Research have also significantly decreased as a result of the significant restrictions in Research Funding along with the fact that other races, namely Asian and Indian scientists are extremely and succcesfully competitive.   

Important openings exist nowadays in Information Technology.  Good scientists are always accepted in various, often very prestigious,  institutions to carry out high level research. Funding is not easy to obtain and,  in most instances, it is covered by the host institutions.   Engineers visit often the US, mainly for business and short visits; only few of them seek formal postgraduate studies, and the latter are rather business or administration oriented.  Scientists of other disciplines are also visiting or formally follow postgraduate studies on various occasions.
Formal support for postgraduate studies in Greece is limited and comes from the National Scholarship Foundation (known as IKY)  and the Alexandros Onassis Foundation who provide a few dozens of fellowships each year, most of them with the obligation to produce a doctoral degree and others to obtain experience in specific fields provide.  The Greek industry, who might clearly benefit from new knowledge,  does not seem to know or to care enough about this potential.
Formal support from the American side is limited but important. Good scientists obtain training support from the Science Foundation, the Fogarty International, the Fullbright Foundation and other Programs. In summary, most young Greek scientists who really want to obtain the American experience manage the one way or the other to visit the United States Academic Institutions. Besides, international congresses, the scientific press and the web greatly facilitate the diffusion of information and lessen the need for long stays abroad. 

The above refer to postgraduate studies.  Collaboration between Hellenic and American Universities at the level of graduate studies appears to lag behind and should be seriously considered at this meeting and by all Committees involved in this process.  Greek Universities and Faculty have much to gain from this collaboration.

Having in depth experience of problems plaguing Greek Higher Education I would like to propose that we now target for the first time undergraduate studies and invite you to offer your personal support and expertise in an effort to refashion, renovate, enrich and modernize undergraduate curricula and education methodology in all scientific fields. 

American Universities have developed new ideas in teaching  methodology both in the way of approaching the students (for example : interactive discussions, tutorials, personal advisors and self-assessment procedures) and in taking advantage of new technologies such as e-learning and teleconferencing.   I believe that all these can be successfully transferred to Greece  by  faculty members who might be given an opportunity to acquire this experience.   I do not think that language should be a problem.  Under present conditions, our Western World uses English as a scientific language and I cannot imagine a faculty member who would not be able to understand if not to teach in this language.  Potential activities are listed below : 
· Educating the educators is a field where the US based Greek scientific community may help, provided that this is carried out orderly and with controllable deliverables. This can be done by offering short (10 days) travel grants to faculty at the instructor, lecturer or assistant professor level, following a public announcement and a written application by the interessees with a concrete plan of where and what they plan to do (in analogy to similar European Union sponsored programs). 
· Developing “packages” of specific lessons in electronic form by high level Greek US based or even American scientists who are famous and productive in their fields but have no time to teach in Greece; these (DVD or other) would be offered in the form of video-recorded lectures including  diagrams,  images and advice for further reading.

· Of course,  if these educators might give some of their time to the mother country, then the Greek Universities would have every interest to organize “crash” courses in the respective fields,  perhaps in summer or vacation time,  in the hope of combining the “pleasant with the useful” for all sides.  Advantages of this activity are (a) that they may allow participation of students from several Greek Universities, which have the specific course in their curriculum, and (b) that they may also attract American students, thus enhancing interaction and friendships. Greece offers several places for such summer courses which are not expensive (Anargyrios School in Spetsai, Kolymbari monastery in Chania, the Delphi Center in Delphi, several non-expensive large hotels in Eretria and elsewhere). 

· This exercise may be also carried out in the form of teleconferences, the advantage being that the students will be flattered, and therefore very interested to discuss a matter of importance with one of the educators they know only through the literature.  To-day, tele-conferencing possibilities exist in all Universities and opportunities for further developing them through various ad hoc programs are available or could be created by the involved Authorities. 
· Short term visits of selected Greek students (for example those partipating actively in the teleconferences) in US Centers either in the form of “visits” or (preferably) in the form of courses, which then would be validated by the Greek Universities (in analogy to similar exchanges through the Erasmus and other EU funded projects).  Of course, the opposite, i.e, welcoming US students in Greece would be highly desirable and should be exploited in the domains of classical studies either as simple visits (archaeological sites; byzantine sites etc)  or (preferably) in the form of summer courses in situ.  
It clear that all of the above do not require high level funding.  They need goodwill, thorough preparation, precise and continuous coordination, along with continuous follow up and evaluation.
Close collaboration with Greek Departments through this program is expected to have a positive impact on the overall educational process in the Departments and further to enhance scientific collaborations at all levels. The initiative of the Greek Embassy is thus commented with gratitude. Remains to be seen whether we can create the expected interest form the Greek Universities and to channel it,  with the assistance of the Embassy,  to our US based Greek Scientists and to potential Greek-American philantropists who might accept supporting this effort.  
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